Case Study 1: The Gold Rush
[image: Figure 1. BC as the new El Dorado by Peter Winkworth- Library and Archives Canada, Acc. No. R9266-3470 Peter Winkworth Collection of Canadian This image is available from Library and Archives Canada.]Figure 4.3 BC as the new El Dorado by Peter Winkworth Library and Archives Canada
British Columbia experienced two big gold rushes, one in 1858 on the Fraser River and the other in 1862 in the Cariboo district, and a number of smaller gold rushes. In each, tens of thousands of men (and a few women) sailed north from California, where the gold rush was coming to an end, to land in Esquimalt Harbour on Vancouver Island, not far from Fort Victoria.
Every miner had to fist travel to Victoria in order to obtain a license to prospect and pan for gold in BC, making the city a services hub for the mining industry. At that time, Fort Victoria was tiny with about 500 immigrants living on southern Vancouver Island. Most of these were Hudson’s Bay Company employees, farmers and their families. Within two months of the news of the discovery of gold in 1858, the population grew to over 20,000. There was little infrastructure for all these new arrivals and Fort Victoria became a tent city as miners camped while they purchased their mining licenses and all their supplies.
Although much of the historical documentation and focus is on the mining for gold during this time, it is also important to note that there was mining happening in other areas, such as coal, oil, natural gas, silver and copper. The expansion of all these other resources occurred after the 1960s when the technology for open pit mining was developed.
Gold Rush Regions
If you are viewing this on the Web, you can use the interactive map here to learn a little more on each of the regions around BC where gold was discovered and prospecting took place. If you are reading this book in print, the static map shows the regions in a standard map.
[image: Gold Rush time line and location]Figure 4.4 British Columbia gold rush: Regions amd timeline
Women and Chinese prospectors during BC’s Gold Rush
Women
[bookmark: _GoBack]Women played an important role in the era of the gold rush. Many women prospectors searched the rivers of BC alongside the men or indeed with their husbands or family. But it was the lack of women that also factored into this era. During the earlier periods of the gold rush, there were so few women in the towns  that brides were sent for from other parts of the world. An example is the Anglican minister in Lillooet, Robert C. Brown, who initiated the Columbia Emigration Society with its sole purpose being to arrange for young women from England to be sent to the Cariboo as potential brides for the miners!
[image: ]Figure 4.5 Woman panning for Gold by Louis Denison Taylor
Chinese Prospectors
During the Cariboo gold rush the first Chinese community was established in Canada in Barkerville. Discrimination toward Asians prevented the Chinese from prospecting anywhere other than on abandoned sites, and so they did not make as much money as the white prospectors. Despite this discrimination, the Chinese community thrived by providing many of the required services to the 20,000 prospectors who came into the Barkerville region in the 1860s, including operating grocery stores and restaurants. At the height of the gold rush there were as many as 5,000 Chinese living there.
During both the Fraser and Cariboo gold rushes, Chinese immigrants also landed in Fort Victoria, having moved from California to escape the discrimination there, and once the gold rush was over, many stayed on. In Victoria, the Chinese started import businesses and worked as small merchants, building a strong community in the city. The first Chinatown in Canada was founded in Victoria in the 1850s, and by the end of the 1860s there were approximately 7,000 Chinese living in British Columbia.
First Nations during BC’s Gold Rush
In historical accounts of BC’s gold rush, First Nations peoples of the area are overlooked, but they certainly played an important role.
The Aboriginal residents were essential to the prospectors, providing them with goods such as canoes and food, and services such as guides and translators. Both Aboriginals and prospectors benefited from the relationship a the Aboriginals wanted to trade and the prospectors needed the goods and access to local knowledge.
As the number of prospectors increased in the rush to find gold, their own local knowledge grew and the initial mutually beneficial relationship began to collapse. As time went on First Nations people were marginalized and even terrorized on their own lands.
The photograph from 1898 in Figure 4 shows the contrast between the buildings in Vancouver in the background and First Nations peoples attempting to maintain their livelihood on their territory.
[image: ]Figure 4.6 First Nations people camped on Alexander Street beach at foot of Columbia Street by Major James Skitt Matthews, 1898
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B. 1856

Tranquille, Thompson, and

Fraser Gold Rushes

In 1856 a large quantity of gold was brought into
Fort Kamloops by members of the Tranquille tribe of
the Secwepemc. News travelled fast and James
Douglas, Governor of Vancouver Island, decided to
ship it to San Francisco for smelting. This action
spread the news of the gold find and moved the
Gold Rush north of the 49th parallel, and incorpo-
rated British Columbia under the Oregon Treaty, to
the control of the British away from the Americans.

D. 1859

C. 1861-1867

The Cariboo Gold Rush

Gold was discovered in the middle basin
of the Quesnel River around Keithley
Creek and Quesnel Forks, just below and
west of Quesnel Lake. Because of the
remoteness of the region, the Gold Rush
did not take off until the discovery Wiliams
Creek in 1861 and the relocation of the
focus to the creek valleys in the northern
Cariboo Plateau.
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The Cassiar Gold Rush

Gold was first formally discovered by

0. 1941
Yalakom Gold Rush 1941

L. 1880s-1890s

Tulameen Gold Rush

Located in Similkameen Country
Tulameen was part of a number of
famous gold strikes and large mining
operations in the area, including the
Gold rush and the Nickel Plate Mine at
Hedley, but also including coal at
Blakeburn and Coalmont, and copper
at Allenby and Copper Mountain.

M. 1898

non-indigenous people near the Haida
vilage of Tasu on Queen Charlotte
Island. The Gold Rush was brief but led
to the declaration of the Colony of the
Queen Charlotte Islands to prevent a
takeover by the Americans. The Haida
people, who were still very numerous
and powerful, were harassed by the
prospectors who came in search of the
gold. Gold Harbour and Mitchell Inlet

1861
1. Goldstream Gold Rush

1861

D. similkemeen Gold Rush
E. Rock Creek Gold Rush
F. Peace River Gold Rush
G. stikine Gold Rush

later became locations of modern mining

operation, also called Tasoo or Tasu, but for iron rather than gold.
In 1969, locals discovered Specogna gold on the islands and by
1979, 2 million ounce gold deposit was defined by exploratory
driling by major mining companies, Cominco, Kennco Explorations
and Quintana Minerals. The Specogna gold deposit remains an
unmined deposit with over 3 million ounces of gold.
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| The Cassiar is located in the northwest

| portion of British Columbia, just to the

i northeast of the Stikine Country. The Gold
. Rush was based at McDame Creek and at

| Thibert Creek, a tributary of Dease Creek.

! More than a million dollars worth of gold was
| taken from the region. In 1877, one

| prospector found the largest nugget ever

I recorded in BC: a 72 ounce gold nugget,

| mined from McDame Creek.
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N. 1870s-1890s
Bridge River, Cayoosh Gold Rushes

Atlin Gold Rush

Atlin was founded as a result of a
demand for gold mining in the area.
By the end of the mining season of
1899, around 5,000 people had
come to the region Although
production was greater in its early
years, the Atlin field still produces
today. Total gold production in the
area has exceeded $23,000,000.
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Golden Cache Gold Rush




